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The Most Dangerous Place on the Face of the Earth
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On 9/11, President Bush was rushed to U.S.
Strategic Command in Omaha for safekeeping.
From that point forward the headquarters for
U.S. nuclear arsenal would never be the same.




Since 9/11, StratCom has seen its mission shift from nuclear
deterrence to offensively waging the “War on Terror’’

MOW

ITS ACTUALLY
WAGING WAR,

I THOUGHT
STRATCOM WAS
INTENDED TO
PREVENT WAR.

AND I WANT
TO ATTACK
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StratCom Commander Kevin Chilton: “In 2002 this command did not experience a sea-state change but a tsunami of change in the way it was
organized and the missions that they were given to perform.” Former StratCom Commander James Cartwright: “When we got to 2002 we brought space.
In 2003 we had a fire sale and picked up missile defense, ISR and global strike. In 2005 we picked up combating weapons of mass destruction. I'm
hoping in 2008 we'll get the world hunger piece.” [Laughter]. (Official StratCom website: www.stratcom.mil)
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From its headquarters in Nebraska, StratCom now
commands a global network of hundreds of military
bases with broadened authority over federal agencies

WHY HAVE YOU
CONVERTED STRATCOM
INTO THIS OFFENSIVE
MILITARY FORCE?

... BECAUSE
THAT'S
WHERE THE

BECAUSE TERROR
NEVER RESTS.

StratCom Commander Chilton: “Here in Omaha we are an operational headquarters working to enable the successful prosecution of our component
commanders that are scattered throughout the country. We are called on to be the most, in my view, the most responsive combatant command in the
U.S. arsenal.” (www.stratcom.mil) “The FBI and CIA are in our operations center 24/7.” Deputy Commander Jennifer Napper, StratCom’s Global Network
Operations. (http://www.alternet.org/audits/67699/)



The next war the White House gets us into will be planned,
launched and executed from StratCom

DOES THAT INCLUDE
THE USE OF NUCLEAR
WEAPONS?
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WHO WORKS
FOR ME.

THAT'S UP TO THE
STRATCOM COMMANDER.

,\\‘\\\_\ .

\\{\\
NS
2
i

N

Commander Chilton: “Responsible today for... time-sensitive planning to conduct global strike operations anywhere on the planet, we will remain as
ready as ever in our nuclear deterrent role and global strike mission areas.” (www.stratcom.mil). Former CIA analyst Philip Giraldi: “Under instructions
from Vice President Cheney’s office, STRATCOM is drawing up a contingency plan [for] a large-scale air assault on Iran employing both conventional
and tactical nuclear weapons.” American Conservative (8/01/05).

StratCom is now authorized to attack anywhere
on the face of the earth within one hour

BUT I'LL MAKE
THE DECISION.

O APPROVE ANY STRATCOM
ATTACK?

( WON'T CONGRESS HAVE
.

I'M 'THE DECIDER".

“StratCom established an interim global strike division to turn the new preemption policy into an operational reality. In December 2002, Adm. James O.
Ellis Jr., then StratCom’s head, told an Omaha business group that his command had been charged with developing the capability to strike anywhere in
the world within minutes of detecting a target.” William Arkin, Washington Post (5/14/05). (http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/
05/14/AR2005051400071.html)



StratCom is flouting both national and international law

DOESN'T THE UNITED
NATIONS CHARTER PROHIBIT
PRE-EMPTIVE ATTACKS, LIKE
IN IRAQ?

WHEN HAVE WE EVER
CARED WHAT THE UNITED
NATIONS THOUGHT?

I HAVE SWORN TO
DEFEND THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE.

WASN'T
STRATCOM
BEHIND THE
"WARRANTLESS
WIRETAPS"?
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Former U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan: “I hope we do not see another Irag-type operation for a long time—without U.N. approval. ...I have indicated
it was not in conformity with the U.N. charter from our point of view—from the charter point of view, it was illegal.” (9/15/04). Seventy percent of the

weapons targeted on Iraq during the preemptive “Shock and Awe” air assault were precision-guided from space by StratCom assets.
(http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2003/01/24/eveningnews/main537928.shtml)

,,,,,,

StratCom’s fingerprints are everywhere nowadays
and we don’t even realize it...

THE MISSILE BASES IN
EASTERN EUROPE . ..

THE "WARRANT-

THE NEW BUNKER LESS WIRETAPS".

BUSTER NUCLEAR
WEAPONS . ..

THE PLAN TO
ATTACKIRAN ...
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“In December 2001, the administration issued a provocative Nuclear Posture Review calling for the development of new, more usable nuclear weapons
[which runs] completely counter to U.S. obligations under the 1970 Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty.” Union of Concerned Scientists, “Global Security”
U.N. World Court: “There exists an obligation to pursue in good faith and bring to a conclusion negotiations leading to nuclear disarmament in all
aspects under strict and effective international control.” (7/8/96)




StratCom is actively seeking the total domination of space...
because whoever controls space controls the Earth

NOTHING IS TOO
600D FOR THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE.

. .. AND MY
ISNT THAT BUDDIES AT

HALLIBURTON.

SEEKING TO
CONTROL SPACE AND

\_ THEEARTH...
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“President Bush has signed a new National Space Policy that rejects future arms-control agreements that might limit U.S. flexibility in space and
asserts a right to deny access to space to anyone ‘hostile to U.S. interests,” Washington Post (10/17/06). “The United States was alone in voting against

the [U.N.] resolution on prevention of an arms race in outer space... The PAROS resolution was adopted by a vote of 166 in favor, one against.” Nuclear
Threat Initiative, March 2007 (www.nti.org).
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StratCom has become the “Big Brother” that George Orwell
warned us about. It’s Darth Vader in the service of the Empire

" CRITICS HAVE COMPARED
STRATCOM TO "BIG BROTHER"
AND DARTH VADER.

WHAT'S WRONG WITH
DARTH VADER?

WHO'S "BIG
BROTHER"?

WHAT DO YOU
SAY TO THAT?
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“StratCom is a laboratory for the future of warfare.” Space Foundation President Robert Walker in his opening remarks at the “Strategic Space and
Defense” conference in Omaha, Nebraska (10/11/06). Billed as “the definitive global security conference, where the senior leadership of U.S. Strategic

Command, component and supported commands, and the executive leadership of the national security industrial base gather,” the event is annually co-
sponsored by Boeing, Northrop Grumman and Lockheed Martin.




StratCom’s goal of space dominance will be one of the biggest
military industrial projects in the history of the world

HOW WILL OUR YEAH ... CUT SOCIAL
CHILDREN PAY FOR SUCH A
h SECURITY, CUT MEDICARE,
MONUMENTAL PROJECT? CUT POVERTY PROGRAMS, CUT
CUT BIG | VETERAN BENEFITS, CUT AID
GOVERNMENT! TO EDUCATION, CUT . ..

“If the majority of top policymakers have longstanding ties to the companies that will benefit from the Bush Administration’s ‘war without end’ approach
to foreign policy, the development of a missile defense ‘shield’ and a new generation of nuclear weapons, who will represent the public interest?” William
Hartung, World Policy Institute. “In the councils of government, we must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought or

unsought, by the military-industrial complex.” Dwight Eisenhower (1961).

StratCom has now become the most dangerous place on the face
of the Earth, but hardly anyone knows about it or can believe it

IT'S HAPPENED SO
FAST THAT NOBODY

IN THE WORLD REALLY
KNOWS ABOUT IT,

AND LET ME
DO MY JOB.

THE PEOPLE NEED
TO TRUST THEIR
PRESIDENT

ALL OF THESE
CHANGES HAVE
HAPPENED SINCE

9/11. RIGHT?




Top Ten Points about StratCom

On 9/11, President George W. Bush was rushed to U.S. Strategic Command’s underground headquarters outside
Omaha, Nebraska for safekeeping. From that day forward, the legendary command that for over half a century
had maintained America’s nuclear deterrent would never again be the same.

1.

Within months of the terrorist attack of 9/11, StratCom began undergoing a drastic makeover at the hands of
the Bush/Cheney Administration. From its previously ‘unthinkable’ mission of nuclear holocaust, StratCom
was tasked with offensively waging the White House’s “War on Terror”. The command now fields eight
missions—nuclear weapons; cyberwarfare; missile defense; global command and control; intelligence,
surveillance and reconnaissance [ISR]; global strike; space; and combating weapons of mass destruction.

StratCom Commander Kevin Chilton: “In 2002 this command did not experience a sea-state change but a tsunami of change in
the way it was organized and the missions that they were given to perform.” Former StratCom Commander James Cartwright:
“When we got to 2002 we brought space. In 2003 we had a fire sale and picked up missile defense, ISR and global strike. In
2005 we picked up combating weapons of mass destruction. I'm hoping in 2008 we'll get the world hunger piece.” [Laughter].
(www.stratcom.mil)

Although Offutt Air Force Base in Bellevue, Nebraska remains the command headquarters, StratCom now
boasts a network of hundreds of military bases distributed around the globe. The command’s broadened
missions in computer warfare, signals intelligence and Homeland Security give it direct authority over the
four services—Army , Navy, Marines and Air Force—and indirect authority over multiple agencies like the
National Security Agency, Defense Intelligence Agency, CIA and FBI.

StratCom Commander Chilton: “Here in Omaha we are an operational headquarters working to enable the successful
prosecution of our component commanders that are scattered throughout the country. We are called on to be the most, in my
view, the most responsive combatant command in the U.S. arsenal.” (www.stratcom.mil) “The FBI and CIA are in our operations
center 24/7” Deputy Commander Jennifer Napper, StratCom’s Global Network Operations. (http://www.alternet.org/audits/
67699/)

The next war the White House gets us into, be it against a so-called ‘rogue state’ like Iran or geo-political
rival like China, will be planned, launched and executed from StratCom—utilizing either conventional or
nuclear weapons.

Commander Chilton: “Responsible today for... time-sensitive planning to conduct global strike operations anywhere on the
planet, we will remain as ready as ever in our nuclear deterrent role and global strike mission areas.” (www.stratcom.mil).
Former CIA analyst Philip Giraldi: “Under instructions from Vice President Cheney’s office, STRATCOM is drawing up a
contingency plan [for] a large-scale air assault on Iran employing both conventional and tactical nuclear weapons.” American
Conservative, 8/01/05.

Under the Doctrine of Preemption and CONPLAN 8022-02 (Contingency Plan), StratCom is now authorized
to attack anywhere on the face of the Earth within one hour on the mere perception of a threat to America’s
national security—without first seeking congressional approval as required by the U.S. Constitution and the
“War Powers Resolution.”

“StratCom established an interim global strike division to turn the new preemption policy into an operational reality. In December
2002, Adm. James O. Ellis Jr., then StratCom’s head, told an Omaha business group that his command had been charged with
developing the capability to strike anywhere in the world within minutes of detecting a target” William Arkin, Washington Post,
(5/14/05) (http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/05/14/AR2005051400071.html)

StratCom, as an extension of the executive branch, has become an accessory in flouting both national and
international law. It’s usurping Congress’s authority to declare war, conducting constitutionally suspect
“warrantless wiretaps” on our citizens, developing new generations of nuclear weapons, pursuing ‘first-
strike’ Star Wars missile defense systems and launching ‘vigilante-style’” preemptive attacks—Iike the one on
Iraq.
Former U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan: “I hope we do not see another Irag-type operation for a long time—without U.N.
approval. ...| have indicated it was not in conformity with the U.N. charter from our point of view—from the charter point of view,
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it was illegal” (9/15/04). Seventy percent of the weapons targeted on Iraq during the preemptive “Shock and Awe” air assault
were precision-guided from space by StratCom assets. www.cbsnews.com/stories/2003/01/24/eveningnews/main537928.shtml

StratCom’s fingerprints are everywhere nowadays, and we don’t even realize it... The threatened attack on
Iran—that’s StratCom’s global strike... The proposed ‘Star Wars’ bases in Poland and the Czech Republic—
that’s StratCom’s integrated missile defense... The NSA’s “warrantless wiretaps” on American citizens—
that’s StratCom’s ISR mission... The current showdown with China over its space program—that’s
StratCom’s space command... Developing new generations of nuclear weapons like the bunker buster ‘mini-
nuke’ and Reliable Replacement Warhead—that’s StratCom’s strategic deterrence.

“In December 2001, the administration issued a provocative Nuclear Posture Review calling for the development of new, more
usable nuclear weapons [which runs] completely counter to U.S. obligations under the 1970 Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty.
Union of Concerned Scientists, “Global Security” U.N. World Court: “There exists an obligation to pursue in good faith and bring
to a conclusion negotia-tions leading to nuclear disarmament in all aspects under strict and effective international control.”
(7/8/96)

Under the goals outlined in the Bush/Cheney Administration’s revised “National Space Policy,” StratCom is
actively seeking the total domination of space for the U.S. and a few approved allies... because whoever
controls space controls the Earth.

“President Bush has signed a new National Space Policy that rejects future arms-control agreements that might limit U.S.
flexibility in space and asserts a right to deny access to space to anyone ‘hostile to U.S. interests,” Washington Post (10/17/06).
“The United States was alone in voting against the [United Nations] resolution on prevention of an arms race in outer space...
The PAROS resolution was adopted by a vote of 166 in favor, one against” Nuclear Threat Initiative, March 2007 (www.nti.org)

StratCom is fast becoming the “Big Brother” that George Orwell warned of in his novel 1984. It’s spying on
our citizens and infringing on our civil liberties. It’s generating round-the-clock spin about threats to our
national security and the need for increased military strength. And it’s consuming an ever-greater share of the
budget for national defense as it pursues a strategy of permanent war. For the 21* Century, it’s like Darth
Vader in the service of the Empire.

“StratCom is a laboratory for the future of warfare.” Space Foundation President Robert Walker in his opening remarks at the
“Strategic Space and Defense” conference in Omaha, Nebraska (10/11/06). Billed as “the definitive global security conference,
where the senior leadership of U.S. Strategic Command, component and supported commands, and the executive leadership of
the national security industrial base gather,” the event is annually co-sponsored by Boeing, Northrop Grumman and Lockheed
Martin.

The key elements of StratCom’s mission—such as global missile defense—will greatly exceed, in size and
cost, many of the major military-industrial projects of the past. With the current Pentagon budget already
totaling well over a half-trillion dollars annually, paying for the cost of such StratCom projects will
necessarily translate into cuts in social spending and entitlements programs, like Medicare and Social
Security.
“If the majority of top policymakers have longstanding ties to the companies that will benefit from the Bush Administration’s ‘war
without end’ approach to foreign policy, the development of a missile defense ‘shield’ and a new generation of nuclear weapons,
who will represent the public interest?” William Hartung, World Policy Institute. “In the councils of government, we must guard
against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought or unsought, by the military-industrial complex.” Dwight
Eisenhower (1961).

In the wake of 9/11, StratCom has become the most dangerous place on the face of the Earth.
But this transformation has happened so fast, hardly anybody knows it, and nobody’s talking about it.
And it’s high time we do.

Nebraskans for Peace StratCom Watch Committee
www.nebraskansforpeace.org

If you would like additional copies of this comic book for distribution, contact the
NFP State Office at 402-475-4620, or email us at nfpstate@nebraskansforpeace.org.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


