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HEAVY COST OF MILITARISM AND WAR IN IRAQ AND 
AFGHANISTAN 
Washington State Edition 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
 
The U.S. is facing the most severe economic crisis since 
the Great Depression, what some have dubbed “The 
Great Recession.” 
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For the nearly one in five who are unemployed or 
under-employed, or the millions who face foreclosure, 
or the retirees and near-retired who have seen their 
life savings disappear, what we call it is irrelevant.  For 
them it is a profound personal crisis. 
 
The crisis is not simply an especially bad trough in the 
business cycle.  It is not only a product of bursting 
bubbles (whether high tech, stock market or real 
estate).  Though those are certainly involved.   
 
We are living through a deep structural crisis in the 
very system of capitalism.  While there are many 
contributing factors, certainly one harks back to a 
warning given by President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 
his final speech to the nation when he cautioned:  
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"In the councils of government, we must guard 
against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, 
whether sought or unsought, by the military 
industrial complex. The potential for the disastrous 
rise of misplaced power exists and will persist. We 
must never let the weight of this combination 
endanger our liberties or democratic processes. We 
should take nothing for granted. Only an alert and 
knowledgeable citizenry can compel the proper 
meshing of the huge industrial and military 
machinery of defense with our peaceful methods 
and goals, so that security and liberty may prosper 
together."

 

"In the councils of government, we must guard 
against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, 
whether sought or unsought, by the military 
industrial complex. The potential for the disastrous 
rise of misplaced power exists and will persist. We 
must never let the weight of this combination 
endanger our liberties or democratic processes. We 
should take nothing for granted. Only an alert and 
knowledgeable citizenry can compel the proper 
meshing of the huge industrial and military 
machinery of defense with our peaceful methods 
and goals, so that security and liberty may prosper 
together."  
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With this slide show and the video “Why Are We in 
Afghanistan?”, we hope to convince you that no matter 
what you choose to call it, the present course our 
nation is on is untenable, and if we are to change it, 
you must take personal responsibility for helping to do 
that.   
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To the People of the United States

of Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 

Since 2001 Through September 30, 2010

U.S. TAXPAYERS WILL PAY

IRAQ WAR:       $747 billion

AFGHAN WAR: $299 billion
=========================================

OVER$1 TRILLION 
 

Since 2001, the Iraq and Afghan wars have together 
cost the American taxpayers more than $1 trillion.    
 
How much is a trillion dollars? 
 
If you spent $1 million per day, it would take 2740 
years to spend $1 trillion.   
 
On average, the share paid by each American family is 
almost $13,000.   
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To the People of the United States
of Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 

U.S. MILITARY CASUALTIES
Operation Iraqi Freedom

Dead 4390
Wounded in Action, Medically Evacuated >70,355
due to Injury/Illness

Operation Enduring Freedom (Afghan.)
Dead 1041
Wounded in Action, Medically Evacuated >14,441
due to Injury/Illness

===============================================================

TOTAL U.S. CASUALTIES ςBOTH WARS >90,227
[Death Data as of April 10, 2010  Casualty Data as of March 13, 2010]

Source: Veterans for Common Sense / icasualties.org  

The financial cost, however great, does not begin to 
reflect the price paid by U.S. troops and their families, 
and the Iraq and Afghan people.   
 
The human cost is immense. 
 
The two wars have claimed the lives of almost 5500 
American troops.   
 
Nearly 85,000 others were wounded or suffered 
illness or injury requiring their evacuation. 
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of Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 

WASHINGTON STATE

MILITARY CASUALTIES
Operation Iraqi Freedom

Dead 30
Wounded in Action 127

Operation Enduring Freedom (Afghan.)
Dead 89
Wounded in Action 940

===============================================================

TOTAL WA STATE CASUALTIES ςBOTH WARS  1186
[As of April 3, 2010]

Source: Dept. of Defense    

 

As of early April, the Iraq and Afghan wars have 
claimed nearly 1200 casualties in the State of 
Washington alone.   
 
But these totals don’t begin to tell the whole story of 
the consequences for our troops. 
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To the People of the United States

of Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 

U.S. MILITARY CASUALTIES

Traumatic Brain Injury 429,000 (19.5%)

Post Traumatic Stress 770,000  (35 %)
[Scientific Estimates as of March 13, 2010]

Approved PTSD Claims 67,052    (47 %)

Mental Health Patients 243,685    (21 %)

Source: Veterans for Common Sense

 

Since the invasion of Afghanistan in 2001, our troops 
have suffered nearly 1.2 million cases of Traumatic 
Brain Injury and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. 
 
There have been 67 thousand claims for PTSD and 
more than one-quarter million mental health cases 
filed with the VA. 
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To the People of the United States

of Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 

Afghanistan

Source: icasualties.org  

Improvised Explosive Devices in Afghanistan claimed 
the lives of 275 of our troops in 2009 alone, and 80 
more so far this year –  
 
but we are only one third of the way through the year, 
and as more troops are sent to Afghanistan, that figure 
will no doubt grow more rapidly. 
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HUMAN COST OF OCCUPATION
To the People of the United States

of Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 

Gulf War Era Vets 

ÅReceiving service-related Disability Benefits     998,751
(end of FY 2009) 

Å2008: Veterans receiving Disability Benefits 23%

Between 2005 ς2009: 

ÅVets with Service-related Disabilities increased  14.1%

ÅGulf War Era Vets with Hearing Loss 138,723

ÅAvg. # of Disabilities per veteran 4.8
(41% greater than Vietnam War Vets)

•Gulf War beneficiaries of Veterans Benefits 20,517
(Avg. annual benefit = $14,249)

Source: Veterans Administration  

Nearly one million disability claims have been filed 
during the course of the two wars.  
 
About one in four vets have filed disability claims.  
 
In the four years between 2005 and 2009, military 
service related disabilities increased by 14%.  
 
Nearly 140,000 vets suffered hearing loss.   
 
Typically vets file multiple disability claims.  The 
average is almost 5.   
 
The number of disabilities per veteran today are 41% 
greater than for Vietnam War vets. 
 
There are more than 20,500 beneficiaries of service 
members who lost their lives.  The average benefit, 
however, is less than $15,000 per year.   
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HUMAN COST OF OCCUPATION
To the People of the United States

of Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 

Gulf Wars Era Vets 

ÅPTSD: One-third of all Iraq Vets

ÅAMPUTEESςHighest percentage since the Civil War

ÅSUICIDES: 334 in 2009 

ÅDEPRESSION: 15-17% screened positive

•HALF of all veterans who committed suicide served in Iraq and/or 

Afghanistan

Since the invasion in 2001, more troops have
committed suicide than died in combat

• For each suicide death ςFIVE OTHERS tried
Source: Veterans Administration, Congressional Research Service  

A third of all veterans suffer from PTSD and the 
percentage of amputees is higher than at any time 
since the American Civil War.   
 
In 2009, 334 military service members committed 
suicide.  Half of those had served in Iraq or Afghanistan 
(or both).   

 
[Since the invasion in 2001, more troops have 
committed suicide than died in combat] 
 
For each who was successful, five others attempted 
suicide and were hospitalized as a result. 
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IRAQ 

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN

COST
to the people of the 

 

But no toll of the human cost would be complete 
without considering the impact on the people of Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
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Estimates of Civilian Deaths range from:

95,822 ς104,529 documented by Iraq Body Count

TO 

1,366,350 by Opinion Research Business (UK)

Iraqi Military Service Members: 9446 (as of 4/10)

Source: Iraq Body Count, icasualties.org, JustForeignPolicy.org

COST
to the people of the

IRAQ

 

The cost to the people of Iraq has been horrific.  These 
numbers don’t begin to give an accurate picture of the 
devastation. 
 
There are varying estimates of the number of dead 
that range from 96,000 to 1.4 million.  We’ll probably 
never know the true number. 
 
So far nearly 10,000 Iraqi troops and police have also 
died. 
 
The number of Iraqi wounded is unknown but must be 
equally immense. 
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DISPLACED :

2.1 million inside Iraq

2.5 million refugees outside Iraq

Resettled in U.S.: 33,000 since 2003 
(as of end of FY2009)

COST
to the people of the

IRAQ

 

All together more than 4.6 million Iraqis have been 
displaced by the conflict.  2.5 million of those are 
refugees living outside Iraq.   
 
The U.S. has accepted only 33,000 of those since 2003. 
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In Syria alone, one study found:
•Victims of Torture: 19,000  (16%)

•Affected by Bombing, Shelling, Rockets:  73%

•Witnessed a Shooting:  80%

• Interrogated/Harassed by Militias or Other Groups: 68%

•Eye-witnesses to Car Bombings:  72%

•Knew somebody who has been killed: 75%
(Source: UN - 2007)

COST
to the people of the

IRAQ

 

The dimension of human suffering inflicted on the Iraqi 
people is almost incalculable. 
 
One study of Iraqi refugees living in Syria found that -  
 
16% or 19,000 were victims of torture 
 
73% had been affected by bombing, shelling or rockets 
 
80% had witnessed a shooting 
 
68% had been interrogated or harassed by militias or 
other groups 
 
72% had witnessed a car bombing 
 
75% knew someone who had been killed.  
 
To this catalogue of suffering, we must add the 
massive physical destruction of schools, hospitals, 
water treatment plants, factories, homes, mosques 
and other basic infrastructure that to this day remains 
largely unrepaired. 
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The number of Afghan civilian casualties is unknown.  
No records were kept prior to 2007.

•Estimated dead: 13,372 to 32,969 since 2001

•Afghan Police/Military Dead: 5500 (10/14/09)

•According to the UN, 2412 civilians were killed in

2009, a jump of 14 percent over the previous year.

•Another 3566 were wounded.   

Source: NY Times / United Nations/Wikipedia

COST
to the people of the

AFGHANISTAN

ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘƻǘ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ōǳǘ
ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ƴƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŀǘΣέ 
Gen. Stanley A. McChrystal, senior American and NATO commander in Afghanistan

 

The scope of devastation in Afghanistan is also 
massive, and the human toll was not even officially 
recorded until 2007. 
 
Various estimates of the dead range from just under 
14,000 to almost 33,000 civilians and 5500 military 
troops and police. 
 
The number of dead civilians grew by 14% in 2009.   
 
With the surge, there is no reason to doubt that the 
toll for 2010 will be greater still. 
 
Quoted in the NY Times, General Stanley McChrystal 
observed: 
 
 ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘƻǘ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ 
but to my knowledge, none has ever proven to be a 
ǘƘǊŜŀǘΦέ 
 
To the military, they are collateral damage.  To Afghans, 
these innocent victims are fuel in the engine of rage 
and resistance. 
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•Afghan Refugees: 3.7 million

•Displaced within Afghanistan: 1 million

•Unemployed: 40%

•Life Expectancy: 44 years

•Illiteracy: 85%

•Infant Mortality: 155 / 1000 live births

•Child Mortality: 257/1000 (under age 5)

•For every $100 the U.S. spends in Afghanistan:
$ 6 to civilian aid / $94 on the military

Sources: Dr. Zaher Wahab,  AFSC, United Nations

COST
to the people of the

AFGHANISTAN

 

The details of Afghan suffering only begin to tell 
the story: 
 
3.7 million are refugees 
 
1 million are displaced inside Afghanistan 
 
40% are unemployed 
 
Life expectancy is 44 years 
 
85% are illiterate, which includes almost all 
women 
 
There are 155 infant deaths for every 1000 live 
births and an a equally astounding 257 deaths 
per thousand children under 5 
 
By comparison, the infant mortality rate in the 
U.S. is 6.3/1000, in Singapore, just 2.3/1000. 
 
The U.S. child mortality rate is 8/1000, while in 
Singapore it is 3.  
 
According to Counter-insurgency Doctrine 
advocated by General Patreaus, 80% of 
resources should be spent on economic and 
social development and only 20% on the 
military.   
 
Yet in Afghanistan, out of every $100 we spend, 
only $6 goes to civilian aid and $94 is spent on 
the military occupation. 
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•Innocent civilians killed by drones in 2009: 700

•50 civilians have been killed for every alleged 
Al Qaeda or Taliban target 

•Refugees from latest offensive: 1.5 million

•Since 2006: 6400 dead / 10,000 wounded

•Civilians killed in 2008: 3917
"The question that surroundscivilian casualties... takes me immediately to the lack of
depth and breadth of understandingthat we had ... about the severity of the outcome

and the impact it has. . . .We just can't win it if we keep killing the locals."
Adm. Mike Mullen, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff

Source: Wikipedia, Tom Dispatch, Nick Fielding

COST
to the people of the

PAKISTAN

 

Meanwhile in Pakistan: 
 
Although technically not part of the Afghan 
theater of war, Pakistanis are most certainly 
among its victims. 
 
Since just 2006, 6400 Pakistanis have died and 
10,000 were wounded.  
 
In 2008 alone, there were more than 3900 
civilian deaths.   
 
In 2009, 700 were killed in drone attacks. 
 
50 civilians have died for every targeted Al 
Qaeda or Taliban leader subject to drone 
attacks. 
 
1.5 million Pakistanis have been turned into 
refugees in just the most recent military 
offensive. 
 
Apparently no one in the administration has 
paid attention to the advice offered by  Adm. 
Mike Mullen, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
who said: 

 
"The question that surrounds civilian 
casualties ... takes me immediately to the 
lack of depth and breadth of 
understanding that we had ... about the 
severity of the outcome and the impact it 
has. . . .We just can't win it if we keep 
killing the locals."   
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STATEOF

WASHINGTON

COST
to the people of the 

 

But now let’s turn our attention to the impact 
of these wars and military spending on the 
people of the State of Washington. 
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SOCIALCRISIS

Children in Poverty = 204,000 (13.2%)

Jobs Lost (8/08 ð8/09) = 117,000 (up 3.8%)

w/o Health Insurance = 808,000 (12.4%)

School Infrastructure Funding Needs = 

$6.3 billion
Source: NationalPriorities.org

COST
To the People of Washington State

of Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 

 

The economic crisis in Washington is also a 
social crisis.  While politicians jockey for 
position, looking for ways to balance the state 
budget on the backs of its people, people are 
suffering. 
 
204,000 (13.2%) of children live in poverty 
 
between Aug 08 and Aug 09,  117,000  workers 
lost their jobs 
 
808,000 (12.4%) of the population lack health 
insurance 
 
The American Federation of Teachers estimates 
that the state must spend $6.3 billion for school 
infrastructure repair or replacement 
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STATE OF WASHINGTON

Foreclosures
(4 th Q 2009)

All Mortgages = 2.1%

Subprime Mortgages = 9.8%

New Foreclosures THIS YEAR = 6165

Source: NationalPriorities.org

COST
To the People of Washington State

of Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 

 

2.1%  of all mortgages are in foreclosure 
 
Among subprime mortgages, the rate is 9.8% 
 
Realtytrak lists 27,000 foreclosed properties in 
WA 
 
8531 of those are in King County 
 
6165 were added to the state’s list this year 
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STATE OF WASHINGTON

UNEMPLOYMENT

Feb. 2008 = 4.6%

Feb. 2009 = 9.5%

Under -employed = 20%
Source: NationalPriorities.org

COST
To the People of Washington State

of Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 

 

In a one-year period between February of 2008 
and 2009, the unemployment rate more than 
doubled. 
 
332,000 are officially listed as unemployed in 
WA as of February. 
 
130,100 of those are in Seattle. 
 
There are 91,700 fewer jobs in WA now 
compared to a year ago, 29,000 of the jobs lost 
were in construction. 
 
20.3% of the workforce nationally is listed as 
“under-employed” which includes all the 
officially unemployed plus all those who want 
work but have given up looking and those who 
want full time but only have part time jobs.   
 
Local figures probably conform to that national 
pattern. 
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STATE OF WASHINGTON

Real Per Capital Income

2007 = $40,109

2009 = $37,955
================================

A Loss of 5.4%
Source: NationalPriorities.org

COST
To the People of Washington State

of Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 

 

In a two year period between 2007 and 2009, 
real per capita income of Washingtonians 
dropped by 5.4%.  
 
In fact, wages adjusted for inflation in 2010 are 
lower than they were in 1973. 
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FEDERAL GRANTS 

To WASHINGTON
(including ñAmerican Recovery & Investment Actò)

FY 2009         $10.8 billion

FY 2010         $  9.3 billion

==========================

% Change -14.8%
Source: NationalPriorities.org

COST
To the People of Washington State

of Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 

 

Washington’s share of federal grants from DC 
have also not faired very well 
 
Between 2009 and 2010, revenue the state gets 
from the federal government declined by 
almost 15%. 



Slide 25 

FY 2010 STATE BUDGET

Est. Shortfall = 

$3.6 billion
Est. Total Budget = $15.5 billion

COST
To the People of Washington State

of Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 

 

According to the National Priorities Project, the 
state’s fiscal year budget was short $3.6 billion.   
 
I’ve also seen figures of $2.6 billion and $2.8 
billion.   
 
As the economy continues to sink, the numbers 
get worse.   
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To the People of Washington State

of Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 

 

Whatever they are, the result is slashed public 
services and social programs, layoffs and 
furloughs, and likely new regressive taxes like 
increase in the sales tax. 
 
Federal cuts add to the State’s budget deficit in 
FY 2010.   
 
As a result in no small past due to a 14.8% 
reduction in federal aid to state government, 
the legislature has made cuts to public health, 
programs to assist the elderly and disabled, 
education from kindergarten to post doctoral, 
and to the public sector workforce.   
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WA CONTRIBUTION 
to FY 2010 

Military Budget = 

$15.99 billion
Source: NationalPriorities.org

COST
To the People of Washington State

of Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 

 

In Fiscal Year 2010 alone, WA will kick in almost 
$16 billion toward the annual cost of the 
Pentagon Budget.   
 
That’s almost four and a half times the size of 
the state deficit. 
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To the People of Washington State

of Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan

$23.8 billion

Paid by 

WASHINGTONSTATETAXPAYERS

Source: NationalPriorities.org

 

Washington State’s share of the cost of the two 
wars since 2001 is $23.8 billion. 
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of Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 

SPOTLIGHT ON

SEATTLE
WASHINGTON

Median income 
family in Seattle paid 

about $8000 in
federal income taxes 

for 2008. 

This is how that 
money was spent:

Source: NationalPriorities.org

Military $1,957 

Health $1,484

Government $724

Income Security and Labor $628

Interest on Non-Military Debt $606 

Housing & Community Development $532

Interest on Military Debt $399

Food $273

Veterans' Benefits $258

Environment, Energy & Science $185

Education $148

International Affairs $96 

Transportation $96

 

Let’s look at how this plays out for a typical 
family in Seattle:  
 
The median income family paid about $8,000 in 
federal tax payment and this is how their tax 
payment got divvied up in DC.  
 
As you can see, nearly 25% went right to the 
Pentagon and another 5% went to pay interest 
on the debt from earlier borrowing to financial 
military operations and war.   
 
International programs that are supposed to 
prevent conflicts got just 1.2 cents of every 
federal tax dollar. 
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FOR THE SAME AMOUNT OF MONEY

THE PEOPLE OF WASHINGTON

COULD HAVE HAD ALL OF THESE

Å 376,940 PEOPLEWITH HEALTH CARE FOR A YEAR+

Å 44,166 PUBLIC SAFETYOFFICERSFOR A YEAR+

Å 38,278 MUSIC & ARTSTEACHERSFOR A YEAR+

Å 397,012 ONE YEAR SCHOLARSHIPSFOR UNIVERSITYSTUDENTS+

Å 428,130 STUDENTPELL GRANTS OF $5550 EACH +

Å 13,128 AFFORDABLE HOUSING UNITS +

Å 938,337 CHILDREN WITH HEALTH CARE FOR A YEAR+

Å 267, 852 CHILDREN PLACED IN HEAD STARTFOR A YEAR+

Å 38,857  ELEMENTARYSCHOOL TEACHERSPAID FOR A YEAR+
Å 2,116,710 HOMES PROVIDED RENEWABLE ELECTRICITYFOR A YEAR

Source: NationalPriorities.org  

What else could have been done with those 
taxes?  

 
Here is a list of items that could have been paid 
for with the funds paid by Washingtonians that 

were spent since 2001 to pay for the wars:  
 

Let’s look at what could have done with that 
$15.99 billion.  It could have paid for everything 

on this list. 
    

         376,940   people with health 
care for a year + 

          44,166  public safety officers for a 
year + 

         38,278   music & arts teachers for a 
year +  

        397,012   one year scholarships for 
University students +       

        428,130   student Pell Grants of $5550 
each + 

          13,128  affordable housing units +  
         938,337  children with health care for 

a year +  
        267, 852  children placed in head start 

for a year +  
           38,857  elementary school teachers 

paid for a year +    
2,116,710  homes provided renewable 
electricity for a year  
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Community Needs

ÅMore decent -paying jobs

ÅQuality, affordable healthcare for all

ÅEnough affordable housing

ÅAffordable Quality Education

ÅSafe Infrastructure

ÅClean water & air

ÅRecreation

ÅSecure retirement

ÅEnd poverty, homelessness & hunger
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International 

Affairs

Transportation

HOW SHOULD FEDERAL

TAXES BE SPENT?

Source: NationalPriorities.org

Federal Budget

 

Well, how should federal revenues be 
allocated?   
 
Most people when asked what they consider a 
good economy respond that it is one that 
provide good stable jobs and decent wages, 
healthcare, affordable housing, quality public 
school education, affordable higher education, 
good roads and safe bridges, clean water and 
air, opportunities for recreation, a secure 
retirement, and end to poverty, homelessness 
and hunger. 
 
Interestingly, few ever even mention more 
police, more prisons or a bigger military. 
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The federal budget is divided between 
mandatory and discretionary spending.   
 
Mandatory spending is fixed by law for such 
things as Social Security, Medicare and 
payments on the national debt.   
 
Discretionary spending covers everything else – 
the appropriations that Congress debates and 
votes on each year. 
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So let’s look at discretionary spending.   
 
Out of every tax dollar, 58 cents goes to the 
military or security-related expenses. 
 
That doesn’t look anything like what most 
people consider a good economy. 
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OUR NATION'S PRIORITIES

AND THE ALLOCATION OF

YOUR FEDERAL TAX DOLLARS

Military Health Interest

on 

Debt

Income

Security & 

Labor

Housing & 

Community 

Development

Veterans 

Benefits

Food Government Education Environment

Energy & 

Science

International 

Affairs

Transportation

29.4¢

21.3¢
19.8¢

7.2¢

3.8¢ 3.6¢ 3.1¢3.8¢ 3.0¢ 2.8¢ 1.2¢ 1.0¢

7.9¢ ïInterest on Military Debt 

11.9¢ ïInterest on Non-military Debt 

Source: NationalPriorities.org, 2009

 

Indeed, the things they usually put at the top of 
their list get a few percent, while the thing they 
hardly ever mention gets the lion’s share. 
 
[This slide shows the distribution of both 
mandatory and discretionary spending.] 
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If you look at what’s happened to discretionary 
spending over time, you can see a disturbing 
trend.  From the day Ronald Reagan took office 
(shortly after which he fired the air traffic 
controllers and signaled an open season on 
unions), the military has consistently grabbed 
most of the money.   
 
The Cold War ended with the fall of the Soviet 
Union and the rate of growth of military 
spending slowed but we’ve never gotten to 
enjoy the so-called “peace dividend” we were 
promised. 
 
And with the exception of Stimulus Package 
spending in response to the present crisis (the 
lion’s share of which went to bankers, investors 
and corporate executives), spending on the 
military after George Bush took office has 
resumed its escalation.  Current and projected 
budgets of the Obama administration have not 
altered that trajectory.  Indeed the gap will 
widen. 
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When you look at how state and local 
governments have fared compared to the 
military since 2001, the chasm becomes more 
clear.   
 
The Federal Budget has grown 28%, but when 
you disaggregate that number, what you find is 
that the military budget has grown by 41% 
while state and local government funding has 
grown by just 14% - half the rate of overall 
budget increases and only one-third the rate of 
increase in the military budget increase. 
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Engineers grade our infrastructure òDó

Å25% of our bridges

Å33% of our roads

Å10% of drinking water systems
(Stimulus funds address just 8% of problem)

Å$254.6 billion : repairs to schools

Source: NationalPriorities.org____________  
American Society of Civil Engineers

American Federation of Teachers

Americaõs Infrastructure in Crisis

 

Meanwhile, the crisis of our urban centers has 
worsened.   
 
Engineers in evaluating our nation’s 
infrastructure find 25% of our bridges and 33% 
of our roads in dire need of repair or 
replacement, while 10% of our water systems 
need work.   
 
The stimulus funds will address only 8% of 
those problems.   
 
The AFT estimates that our nation’s schools 
need $254.6 billion in repairs.   
 
Washington State’s share of that is $6.3 billion. 
 

Slide 38 US MILITARY SPENDING

IN CONTEXT

 

Some might argue, we live in a dangerous 
world and need a strong military and national 
security system.   
 
If that were true, one might expect to see other 
countries responding in a similar fashion.  But 
that is not the case. 
 
When you compare our military spending to 
the rest of the world, the picture becomes even 
more disturbing. 
 
Of all the funds spent in the entire world on the 
military, the U.S. spends 42%.   
 
That’s more than all our allies, more than the 
next nine biggest spenders combined, more 
than China and Russia together spend.   
 
And compared to the so-called Axis of Evil Bush 
liked to talk about, our share of spending is 42 
times as great.   
 
Together they spend just 1% of the global total. 
 
Is the U.S. 42 times as insecure and threatened 
as the rest?  Why does our national security 
cost so much? 
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ASSESS THE ACTUAL RISKS

2800 times 

more 

people 
died from 

lack of 

health 

insurance 
in the U.S. 

than from 

terrorism

in 2009 

 

We are told we must fight a global war on 
Terrorism.   
 
One would think that terrorists are more 
dangerous than any number of other risks we 
live with.   
 
The truth is that 2800 times more people died 
from lack of health insurance in the U.S. than 
from terrorism in 2009.  
 
In the last ten years, with the notable and tragic 
exception of the Twin Towers, most of our 
actual terrorists were home grown and were 
dealt with by the criminal justice system, as in 
the case of Oklahoma City. 
 

Slide 40 US MILITARY SPENDING

IN CONTEXT

ÅThe U.S. has 865 foreign military bases in 

63 countries at a cost of $100 billion per 

year 
(Not including military personnel and contractors)

ÅWe have 350,000 military personnel in 

146 countries at a cost of $272.1 billion 

per year
(Excluding troops in Iraq and Afghanistan)

 

The U.S. maintains a global network of 865 
foreign military bases in 63 countries that cost 
taxpayers $100 billion per year to maintain (not 
including military personnel and contractors).  
 
Excluding troops involved in the wars, we have 
350,000 military personnel stationed in 146 
countries at a cost of $272.1 billion per year.   
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The truth is, militarism is a big business. 
 
Here is a map that displays the network of U.S. 
foreign bases.   
 
No other nation in the world has such bases. 



Slide 42 ARMS DEALER

TO THE WORLD

Å68% of global arms sales are by the U.S. 
(Italy was #2 with just 6.7%          Russia sold just 6.3%)

Is it any surprise that some of those 
weapons end up being used against our 
own military forces?  

 

68% of all the arms sold in the world are sold 
by the U.S.   
 
Italy was #2 with just 6.7% .   
 
Russia sold just 6.3%.    
 
That makes the U.S. the #1 gun runner in the 
world. 
 
With such a global arms business, is it any 
surprise that some of those weapons end up 
being used against our own military forces 
when our government stations them abroad 
and sends them into foreign conflicts?   
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This map graphically depicts our international 
arms business.   
 
The darker the color, the more of our weaponry 
is purchased.   
 
In 2005, U.S. arms manufacturers sold $41.2 
billion worth of weapons internationally in 
more than 150 countries.   
 
Note the large red mass at the upper right.  
That’s Russia and China.  
 
Yes, they too buy U.S. arms. 
 
By 2007, the U.S. was providing weapons and 
military training to 174 countries and 
territories, including some of the world’s most 
notorious human rights abusers -- such notable 
bastions of democracy as Saudi Arabia, 
Azerbaijan, Egypt, Kazakhstan, Ethiopia, 
Nigeria, Kuwait and Indonesia. 
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Between 2000 and 2007, our country doled out 
$60 billion in military assistance grants to 69 
countries, among which were Russia, 
Indonesia, Albania, Nigeria, Kazakhstan and 
Bulgaria .   

Slide 45 IMPACTOFFEDERALSPENDINGONJOBS

Source: Robert Pollin/Heidi Garrett-Peltier  

A lot of people in Washington depend on the 
military for a living, and most of those are not 
in uniform.   
 
We are told that military spending is a source of 
good jobs.   
 
But while almost all government spending is a 
source of jobs, not all government spending has 
the same economic impact.   
 
For every $1 billion spent on the military, 
11,600 jobs are created.   
 
But the same billion dollars spent on tax cuts 
the fuels consumer spending creates 14,800 
jobs, and  
 
on clean energy program, 17,100 jobs 
 
on healthcare, 19,600 jobs 
 
on education, 29,100 jobs 
 
or two-and-a-half times as many jobs as the 
military 
 
But don’t defense industry jobs pay well? 
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IMPACTOF

FEDERAL

SPENDING

ONJOBS

Education         Health Care       Clean Energy         Personal               Military
Consumption

Annual Wages $32,000 to $64,000

Education         Health Care       Clean Energy        Personal               Military
Consumption

Education         Health Care       Clean Energy       Personal               Military
Consumption

Source: Robert Pollin/
Heidi Garrett-Peltier

+52%
+130%

+133%

+269%

+129%

+44%
-1.2%

=

Annual Wages over $64,000

 

It’s  true that when you add in benefits, the 
average military sector job pays better than 
jobs created by consumer spending of tax cuts, 
clean energy, healthcare or education.   
 
But investments in clean energy, health care, 
and education create a much larger number of 
jobs across all pay ranges, including mid-range 
jobs (paying between $32,000 and $64,000) 
and high-paying jobs (paying over $64,000).  
 
Compared to the military, personal 
consumption creates 52% more of these good 
jobs.  
 
Clean energy creates 130% more good jobs.   
 
Healthcare creates 133% more.  
 
And Education spending creates 269% more 
good jobs. 
 
Even at the high end (jobs paying more than 
$64,000 annually),  
 
education spending outstrips the military by 
129%,  
 
clean energy by 44%,  
 
personal consumption produces about the 
same number as the military, and  
 
only healthcare spending produces fewer high-
end jobs – but only 1.2% fewer 
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IMPACTOF

MILITARY

SPENDING

ONTHE

PLANET

Replacing an SUV with a hybrid will save the

average driver 560 gallons of gas a year .

ü An F-15 fighter on takeoff burns this much

fuel in just two minutes

ü An Abrams tank burns this much fuel in only

280 miles

ü A B-52 bomber consumes this much fuel in

ten minutes

ü A platoon of 25 soldiers in Afghanistan uses

this much fuel in just one day

ü The U.S. military burns 3.5 million gallons of

fuel every day on the wars in Iraq and

Afghanistan

ü It costs $400 to deliver each gallon of fuel to

the military in Afghanistan

New light bulbs and hybrid cars aren't enough,

we've got to rethink a foreign policy based on

endless war .

Sources: WI Network for Peace & Justice; The Hill  

Replacing an SUV with a hybrid  will save 
the average driver 560 gallons of gas a 
year. 
 

ü  An F-15 fighter on takeoff would burn 
this much fuel in just two minutes 

 
ü  An Abrams tank, which gets a half a 

mile per gallon, burns this much fuel in 
only 280 miles of driving 

 
ü  A B-52 bomber consumes this much 

fuel in ten minutes  
 
ü  A platoon of 25 soldiers in Afghanistan 

uses this much fuel in just one day 
 
ü  The U.S. military burns 3.5 million 

gallons of fuel every day on the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan 

 
ü  It costs $400 to deliver each gallon of 

fuel to the military in Afghanistan 
 

New light bulbs and hybrid cars aren't enough, 
we've got to rethink a foreign policy based on 
endless war. 
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Ȱ%ÖÅÒÙgun that is made, every warship
launched, every rocket fired, signifies in a
final sensea theft from those who hunger
and are not fed, those who are cold and
are not clothed. This world in arms is not
spending money alone. It is spending the
sweat of its scientists, the hopes of its
children .ȱ

Ȱ7Åwill bankrupt ourselves in the vain
search for absolute security .ȱ

Ȱ4ÈÏÕÇÈforce can protect in emergency,
only justice, fairness, consideration and
cooperation can finally lead men to the
dawn of eternal peace.ȱ

Ȱ)like to believe that people in the long run are going to do more to
promote peace than our governments . Indeed, I think that people
want peace so much that one of these days governments had better
get out of the way and let them have it .ȱ
--

GENERAL DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER

 

I want to return to an unlikely source in support 
of changing our national priorities – a five star 
general  -  Dwight D. Eisenhower 
. 
 
“Every gun that is made, every warship 
launched, every rocket fired, signifies in a 
final sense a theft from those who hunger 
and are not fed, those who are cold and 
are not clothed.  This world in arms is not 
spending money alone.  It is spending the 
sweat of its scientists, the hopes of its 
children.” 
 

He added,  
 
“We will bankrupt ourselves in the vain 
search for absolute security.” 
 
“Though force can protect in emergency, 
only justice, fairness, consideration and 
cooperation can finally lead men to the 
dawn of eternal peace.” 
 

He also said,  
 
“I like to believe that people in the long run 
are going to do more to promote peace 
than our governments.  Indeed, I think that 
people want peace so much that one of 
these days governments had better get out 
of the way and let them have it.” 
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REALLOCATE FUNDS FROM THE

BLOATED PENTAGON BUDGET TO

ÅFully fund education, social services & public programs

ÅInvest in sustainable technologies, mass transit,
public works & infrastructure, rehabilitate schools &    
housing, health care for all, and other sectors that 
create well-paid stable jobs

ÅProvide income guarantees to all displaced defense 
industry workers until next job or retirement

ÅFully pay retraining for skills needed for comparable
jobs in other sectors

ÅPay all expenses for relocation to new jobs

ÅFully compensate communities for loss of tax revenues

ÅProvide comprehensive care for all injured veterans
and their beneficiaries

 

Is it possible to transition to a peace economy – 
one that is sustainable, providing good jobs at 
decent wages, in which the resources now 
devoted to enriching a corporate elite that 
profits from the military-industrial-security 
complex are invested instead in meeting human 
needs and improving the lives of working 
people, both here and around the world? 
 
Consider what might be done with the trillion 
dollars we will spend this year on the Pentagon 
Budget and the unwinnable wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.  
 
There are more than enough funds to provide 
for a rational national defense and at the same 
time to invest in education, health care, mass 
transit, public works, infrastructure restoration, 
housing, sustainable technology that breaks our 
addition to oil, and a host of other vital human 
and social services, and still have funds left over 
to repair the horrific damage inflicted by the 
invasion occupation of Iraq and Afghanistan, 
and the destruction in Pakistan. 
 
We can do all that and at the same time 
provide those who work in the defense sector 
income security, full benefits, retraining and 
relocation subsidies that enable them to 
transition to work in other sectors, while also 
insulating the communities in which these 
industries operate so that they too will suffer 
no reduction in tax revenues.   
 
With the tremendous savings a significant 
reduction in the military budget would create, 
we can also invest in converting many of those 
factories to the production of mass transit, high 
tech, energy-saving and other technologies. 
 
And we could provide the kind of medical and 
other care and support our veterans need and 
deserve. 
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ȰA nation that continues year after year to
spend more money on military defense
than on programs of social uplift is
approaching spiritual death.ȱ

 

But the final word goes to a peacemaker, Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., one of this nation and 
the world’s greatest champions of peace and 
social justice. 
 
One year to the day before he was 
assassinated, he said in a speech at Riverside 
Church in NYC: 
 
ά! ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ 
spend more money on military defense 
than on programs of social uplift is 
approaching spiritual death.έ 
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YOU 

CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

× Become an associate member of USLAW with an 
annual donation of $25 or more or a monthly 
sustainer. 

× Join on-line at the USLAW website 
www.uslaboragainstwar.org. 

× Get your own union and labor council to affiliate 
with USLAW if not already affiliated.  

For more information, contact USLAW at 
(202) 521-5265 or info@uslaboragainstwar.org.

 

What can you do to make a 
difference? 

 
× Become an associate member of 

USLAW with an annual donation of $25 
or more or a small monthly sustainer.  
Join on-line at the USLAW website 
www.uslaboragainstwar.org.  

 
× Get your own union and labor council 

to affiliate with USLAW if it is not 
already affiliated.  For more 
information, contact USLAW at (202) 
521-5265 or 
info@uslaboragainstwar.org. 

 
× Get your organization to sponsor a 

showing of òWhy Area We in 

Afghanistan?ó  Watch it on the internet 

and order a copy at 

www.WhyAreWeInAfghanistan.org .  

 

× Organize your coworkers to get involved in 
antiwar activities.  Form an antiwar and 
social justice committee of the union to 
sponsor events and activities. 
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WWW.WHYAREWEINAFGHANISTAN.ORG

× Get your organization to sponsor a showing of 

ά²Ƙȅ !ǊŜŀ ²Ŝ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΚέ

Watch it on the internet and order a copy at

 

You can view “Why Are We in Afghanistan?” by 
going to www.whyareweinafghanistan.org.  
There you will find both  11 and 28 minute 
versions, plus a teaching guide and other 
information. 
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YOU

CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
× Organize your coworkers to get involved in antiwar 

activities. Form an antiwar or social justice committee of 
the union to sponsor events and activities.

× Contact your member of Congress and Senators to ask 
that they vote against any more money to fund the wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. Tell them you want them to 

BRING ALL THE TROOPS AND WAR DOLLARS HOME NOW

and use those resources to meet human needs, pay for 
public services and create jobs.

Call: (866) 261 -4755 (toll-free), 

or (202) 224 -3121 .  

× Organize your coworkers to get 
involved in antiwar activities.  Form an 
antiwar and social justice committee of 
the union to sponsor events and 
activities. 

 
× Contact your member of Congress and 

Senators to ask that they vote against 
any more money to fund the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.  Tell them you 
want them to bring all the troops and 
war dollars home now and use those 
resources to meet human needs, pay for 
public services and create jobs. 

 

Call: (866) 261 -4755 (toll-free), or 

202 -224 -3121 . 
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× Get a copy of this slide show and show it to others.  

× Contact USLAW or check the USLAW website to get a copy.

× Organize a showing at your union and labor council meetings.  

× Organize a viewing party at your home, church or school.

× Get involved.  Get active.  

× Help create the kind of world you want to bestow 

on future generations.

 

Get a copy of this slide show and show it to 
others.   
 
Contact USLAW or check the USLAW website to 
get your own copy. 
 
Organize a showing at your union and labor 
council meetings.   
 
Organize a viewing party at your home, church 
or school. 
 
Get involved.  Get active. 
 
Make a personal commitment to help create 
the kind of world you want to bestow on future 
generations. 
Thanks for your time, and for your commitment 
to peace and social justice. 
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info@uslaboragainstwar.org
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National Priorities Project:   www.nationalpriorities.org

I-Casualties: www.icasualties.org

Antiwar.com: www.antiwar.com

Veterans Administration: www.VA.gov
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